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REFPERENCE  : COR-0059, dated 26 June 1958, Attached

1. Uafortmnately, s major probles in assessing the validity
of the subject mugssine articls with regard to Project CORONA is that
pecauss of the extremsly limited circle of CORONA-cleared persommel
1t is sxcsedingly &ifficult to ask questions cutside CIA circles vith-
mmmwummmumﬂm.

2. Sinece the first successful satellite lmmnching last year,
there bas besn world-wide speculation sbout the use of these devices
for recoasissance purposes. Although WH-11TL traces its aﬁgim
a satellite in oxbit, it &id not begin to take shape until Lockheed
vas selested by ARDC in 1956 ss the prime contractor, after desim

Foree) mad concluded in 1954, with the recommendation that ‘'a picneer
visual recoanalssance system be attempted.

3. The original WS-117L concept had called for lisking the recon-
naisssnce system to an Atlas ICEM, without eny siiempt belng made to
recover & nope cone in the memer of CORONA. Instead, rellsnce vas
placed oo storage of information on film, megnetic or electrostatic
tape, with inforsstion retrieval being aceamplished thru discharge

commmsd to compatible eguipment on the ground. In late 1957, following
miccegsos of ar missile research prograss in achieving nose cone
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L. A mmber of the detalls of the magazine srticle, with respect
to wmight of satellite, height of oxrbit are at some varisnce with the
facts of CORONA. And, as a matier of fact, the megazine points out
thet the ides of & reccversble date cmpsule was discarded "a few months

mxte time of first test lmmching, nethod of sccomplishing
sveetion of photographie cepsule, elreular, noxrth-
scuth orbit, and, coincidentally, the mmber (20) of vehicles programmed
mmw. (although the magazine states that
the figxre of be over sane five years in

Se Of interest in commection with the pullicity lemked or released
on WS-117L may be the fact that officially the Air Foree hos had little
or nothing to ssy sbout Pled Piper. However, vwithin the past year,

a Freash Alr Force genersl offieer, reportedly attached to NATO, released
to the French press snd thus to the world, besie detalls of the WS-11TL
= informstion that the United States Alr Foree wms workdng
on it. Be hal allegedly obtained his information fras = Lockheed
souroe. Since that time, in ragazinesother than AVIATION WEZK, in
meaﬁmaunammmmm
have sppeaved references to the WS-117L, most having to do with the
faet that Lockheed wns working on such s system under Air Foree spomsor-
ship. No claims of success or failure in concept or design have been
maie in the nmme of the Alr Foroe.

6. iWstle the subject wrticle stirs a self-comscious reaction
in the Dreasts of those connected with UORONA, as being completely
revesling, cvjective appraissl seems to indicate thet the story is
& tleveriy-writiten combination of e few primaxry facts intermingled
with s consildersble smount of editorial speculation and obvious deduction.
For szasple, it is no secret that any product of Lockheed Missiles
Systems Division comes (1) from Sumnyvale, California, and (2) that
it is Wit under the cognizsnce of L. E. Root, LAC vice-president
i general amnager of that division, yet these fmcts are parefed
a8 part of the "imside truth” temar of the article. Certainly it
would sppesr that nothing in the article 1s of e aature so compromising
that it should ceuse changes in the orientation of CORONA. It is
mﬂ;mmmmmmmtmmrwmmm,
we mast be prepared for all sorts of Journalistic speculation regmrding
m, &ﬁi‘b, m' rmlt‘, ete.
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